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Changes to the DFVCRI
The Disability Family Violence Crisis Response Initiative (DFVCRI) provides critical disability supports to Victorian women with a disability, and children with a disability who are experiencing family violence.
This fact sheet has been developed to inform the family violence sector of changes to the DFVCRI including changes to: 

· support pathways to access immediate disability supports for women and children experiencing family violence during transition to the NDIS; and 

· extension of the DFVCRI as per recommendation 178 of the Royal Commission into Family Violence (the Commission). 
These changes came into effect from 1 April 2017 and will impact in the following ways:
NDIS transition 
The DFVCRI will continue until the end of Victoria’s transition to the NDIS; 30 June 2019. However, there will now be different pathways to access immediate supports for women and children with a disability during the transition to the NDIS.
Women and children who are NDIS participants
Women who are NDIS participants or who have children who are NDIS participants, will have a budget and flexibility in their existing NDIS plans that can be used when immediate disability supports are required (over and above reasonable adjustments). A Local Area Coordinator or Support Coordinator will be able to assist with engaging additional supports  where required. 

In the first instance, the participant, their support coordinator, Local Area Coordinator or current provider/s should be engaged to make this linkage to supports.  This will facilitate access to supports in the immediate term in times of crises and a plan review can be undertaken to support longer term needs if there is on-going change of circumstances. See table below for contact details for Local Area Coordinator partners.

It is important to note the DFVCRI coordinator will continue to provide secondary consultative advice and guidance regarding the best pathways for critical supports for all women with disabilities during this time.  

If a family violence worker is unsure who to contact to arrange immediate disability supports for a NDIS participant they can contact the DFVCRI coordinator for the appropriate contacts during business hours. Outside of business hours safe steps family violence response centre should be contacted as per the DFVCRI guidelines.  
Women and children who are not NDIS participants 

Women and children with a disability who are not participants of the NDIS can access immediate disability supports through the DFVCRI.

Women who reside in areas that have transitioned to the NDIS, but who are not yet themselves participants, or their child with a disability is not yet a participant can access immediate disability support through the DFVCRI. 

In the interest of ensuring women or children have access to immediate disability support, when it is unclear whether a woman or child is a participant, or is eligible to be a participant of the NDIS the DFVCRI will provide assistance for immediate disability supports.

Extension of the DFVCRI as per recommendation 178 of the Royal Commission into Family Violence 

The Commision made a specifc recommendation to extend the initiative to a wider group of women. 
Recommendation 178 states:

The Victorian Government extend eligibility for the Victorian Disability Family Violence Crisis Response to assist people with disabilities who are victims of family violence and are not eligible for services under the Disability Act 2006 (Vic) but who nevertheless require assistance. Such eligibility should apply when these individuals do not have access to alternative supports.

From April 1 2017, the DFVCRI eligibility criteria will be extended to provide disability related supports to women not eligible for Disability Services supports under the Disability Act 2006 (Vic). This eligibility enhancement will focus on providing supports for disability related needs to women with a mental health, chronic health or ageing issue or have a temporary injury resulting from family violence.

The DFVCRI guidelines have been updated to reflect the changes in eligibility criteria. 
NDIA Local Area Coordinator partners 
	Partner
	Address
	Phone

	Ararat (Latrobe Community Health Services)
	62 High Street,

Ararat VIC 3377
	1800 242 696

	Bacchus Marsh (Latrobe Community Health Services)
	182 Hallets Way,
Bacchus Marsh, VIC 3340
	1800 242 696

	Ballarat (Latrobe Community Health Services)
	Centre Square Ballarat 

Level 2, 18 Armstrong Street,
South Ballarat, VIC 3350
	1800 242 696

	Bannockburn (Latrobe Community Health Services)
	33 High Street,
Bannockburn VIC 3331
	1800 242 696

	Beaufort (Latrobe Community Health Services)
	39 Park Road,
Beaufort, VIC 3373
	1800 242 696
(visiting service – for bookings please call)

	Bendigo (Intereach)


	37 Rowan Street,
Bendigo, VIC 3550
	1300 968 140

	Daylesford (Latrobe Community Health Services)
	22 Howe Street,
Daylesford, VIC 3460
	1800 242 696
(visiting service – for bookings please call) 

	Fitzroy (Brotherhood of St Laurence)
	67 Brunswick St,
Fitzroy, VIC 3065
	1300 BSL NDIS (1300 275 634)

	Geelong West (Latrobe Community Health Service)
	12-14 Halstead Place,
Geelong West, VIC 3218
	1800 242 696

	Greensborough (Brotherhood of St Laurence)
	65 Main St,
Greensborough, VIC 3088
	1300 BSL NDIS (1300 275 634)

	Horsham (Latrobe Community Health Service)


	Wangaratta Government Centre, 
13-17 Firebrace Street,
Horsham, VIC 3400
	1800 242 696

	Moe (Latrobe Community Health Service)
	42-44 Fowler Street,
Moe, VIC 3825
	1800 242 696

	Morwell (Latrobe Community Health Service)
	81-87 Buckley Street,
Morwell, VIC 3840
	1800 242 696

	Preston (Brotherhood of St Laurence)
	293 High St,
Preston, VIC 3072
	1300 BSL NDIS (1300 275 634)

	Scoresby (Latrobe Community Health Service)
	Waterman Business Centre, 
1330 Ferntree Gully Road,
Scoresby, VIC 3179
	1800 242 696

	Thomastown (Brotherhood of St Laurence)
	1/1 Latitude Boulevard,
Thomastown, VIC 3074
	1300 BSL NDIS (1300 275 634)

	Wangaratta (Latrobe Community Health Service)


	Wangaratta Government Centre, 
62-68 Ovens Street,
Wangaratta, VIC 3677
	1800 242 696
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