CODE OF PRACTICE
FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF FAMILY IOLENCE

VYICTORILA POLLCE

THE POLICE OPTIONS MODEL >>

IN RESPONSE TOAND INVESTIGATION OF FAMILY VIOLENCE

~ FAMILYVIOLENCE INCIDENT |

I\ REPCRTED TOPCLICE \
I L
v -
For the continuing safety and wellbeing of victims
PCLICE MUST
= Assess the immediate threat and risks
Manage the incident )

Assess thelevel of future protection required

Pdlice must take the most appropriate course of

action from one or more of the following options
.
OPTIONS

| L .\‘\ H S
| REFERRAL CRIMINAL oML
| —Formal i — Charge and remand — Complaint and
| — Informal — Charge and bail warrant
| _Children — Charge and summons — Complaint and
| — Intent to summons summons
5% — No further police —Interim intervention

action order

» t Based on their risk assessment and investigation,

. pdice must follow one of the available options paths.

.
REFERRAL
|
ACCCUNTABILITIES
Supervisors must guide, monitor and approve action taken.
[ 5 In particular they must determine whether:

There were sufficient grounds for arrest
> The most appropriate disposition was taken for the offender
> The most appropriate course of action was followed

v

OUTCOMES
> Safety of the aggrieved family member and others
> Appropriate referral made for the aggrieved family member
> Investigation and prosecution where appropriate
> Disruption to the cycle of family violence

WHAT POLICE DOWHEN FAMILYVOLENCE IS REPCRTED TO THEM 2.0
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